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Page Ten 

There are some concerns that are raised that possibly this 
might be a more reasonable alternative to the ones presently 
being proposed. And I think both the pros and cons of that 
alternative should be addressed a little more thoroughly 
than they have been in the document so far. 

(Supplemental Response) (See Appendix IV of the Final EIS) 

Randy Young, Continuing: I assume that the omission of Appendix A on 
emergency procedures is an oversight and will be provided later . 

(Supplemental Response) (See Appendix A of original Draft EIS) 

Randy Young, Continuing: Finally, Mr. Moderator, the final appendix 
Appendix H, landowners rights in the document. The second page 
of that appendix, indication is made here, by way of reference 
to the audience, this is the statement which will be going out 
from the company to the landowners. Indication is made in 
there by the company to the landowners. Indication is made in 
there by the company that the purchase of easement will be 
made by information furnished to-the company by various 
sources. I think it would be helpful to the landowners to know 
what sources of information the company used in arriving at 
a purchase price . 

(Supplemental Response) (A new Information Booklet has been prepared and will 
be distributed to all affected landowners) . 

Randy Young, Continuing: The bottom paragraph of that section indicates 
that the landowner has a right to negotiate for a greater 
depth and also the segregation of topsoil in agricultural crop
land areas. I think that should be specified maybe a little 
more clearly so that the landowner knows at what point in the 
process he has to negotiate for this. The way its written 
now, it is rather unclear as exactly when this should take 
place. And I would hate to see a situation where the 
easement is signed and the landowner wants to talk about 
segregation of topsoil and his opportunity has passed already . 

(Supplemental Response) 
points clear) . 

(The new landowners Information Booklet makes these 

Randy Young, Continuing: I hope that these comments will be of use to 
you in completing your final document. 

Unidentified Q: (inaudible comment) •.. the notification of townships and local 
procedures the company must go through for obtaining permits. 

Bob Johnson A: The company will have to obtain all the necessary permits 
from the townships. 
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Unidentified Q: On double ditching, how deep is the first cut. Is the topsoil 
going to be piled over where it is later worked on. 

Bill Martin A: It depends on the depth of your topsoil 

(Supplemental Response) (The topsoil is leveled over a 4-5 foot area (2-7 feet 
from the trench) on the working side. 

The pipe is strung alongside the ditch being laid on skids directly over 
the leveled topsoil. The skids are placed at least 40 feet apart. This 
will remove the possibility of the topsoil becoming packed by vehicles or 
heavy equipment. Welding personnel will walk on the fringe of the topsoil area.) 

Unidentified Q: How far away from the buildings is the pipeline? 

Harry Weed A: The pipeline would be 300 feet away from any buildings. 

Sarah McEneany Q: I guess I don't have a question, just got a statement. You 
expressed that your inspectors would do the inspection, does 
that amount to regulating yourself? Also, your right-of-way 
agent will be making that easement and I just wonder how you 
regulate yourself. How will you know what you have done is 
correct with your evaluation, your easement. Does the farmer 
have any source to go to or does he have to pay his own 
lawyer? I question the company regulating itself. 

(Supplemental Response) (The concerns noted here are recognized, and various 
methods have been considered to guarantee the landowner rights and assist 
landowners in dealing with these problems. The best way for landowners 
to safeguard their rights and interests is through their right-of-way 
or easement agreement with the company. Several state agencies who are 
members of the Environmental Quality Board have worked with the pipeline 
company to incorporate many of these concerns into the right-of-way contract 
and a Landowners Information Booklet. However, landowners should consider 
consulting a lawyer before signing any agreement with the company.) 

Vernon Bushnell Q: There has only been one mention here about heavy equipment 
,crossing land. Now, when it rains, I can't go out there in 
the field. You people, are you going to put that pipeline 

through if it's raining, or will you stop. You have some 
heavy equipment out there, what about compaction of my ground. 
If you get a four inch rain, are you going to stop and wait 
until the conditions are right? 

Roger Williams A: We don't let the contractor weld when its raining and if 
he can't weld, he can't lay any pipe. 

(Supplemental Response) (See Appendix VII, Soil Compaction Effects. Also, 
landowners will be eligible for additional compensation if unforeseen damages 
occur, such as abnormal compaction caused by workir.g during wet weather.) 

Vernon Bushnell Q: If you have heavy equipment working over shallow tile you 

• • 
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could bust it, but you won't see it because it won't be 
near the ditch, it will be forty feet away. Now, how are you 
going to check it? Are you going to go back forty feet 
and check it out? 

Jack Riffe A: We will check tile lines within the entire width of the 
right-of-way . 

Leonard Wunderlich Q: My concern is relative to the situation here that he is 
mentioning. You come out with a release so that when we sign, 
we don't know if our tile is still operational or not. You 
say you check the tile. How do you go about checking the 
tile after you have driven across there with big trucks and 
heavy equipment and have crushed tile? How do you know 
what's under there, how do you check it out? 

Jack Riffe A: We run a sewer snake both ways from the ditch to a 
distance of forty feet . 

Leonard Wunderlich Q: If our tiles are broken after we've signed the release, 
who do we go to after we've signed the release. We may have 
tile out there that isn't working, but we've signed the 
release. Is that the end of the road for us? 

Roger Williams A: You come to us, who else can you go to . 

Leonard Wunderlich Q: Another thing I was going to ask - are we to assume that 
the information listed in this latest impact statement from the 
DNR is correct. I was reading through it and there is one place 
where th~y got $480 labor per foot. Is that correct? 

Harry Weed A: No,that is not correct. It is $4.80 per foot. 

Leonard Wunderlich Q: It is just like with your easement, it is not correct . 
If you had received an easement like that, would you sign it 
where someone just took a pencil and just scratched the 
thing out? I don't think we should have to deal with 
antiquated easements and figures . 

Roger Williams A: I would call it localized easements. We're still 
using them. Now, you got the pencil, so you just write down 
what you want to write . 

Marv Rechtzigel Q: I was listening to the majority of your comments and I can 
see a real easy alternative. If you put this line in and feel 
it is necessary, how about following existing lines. You 
wouldn't have any of the problems of, at least of tile or 
destroying the farmland and the production of the soil, if 
you follow a highway right-of-way or a railroad right-of-way. 
At one of an earlier meetings, it was mentioned that 2300 
acres of prime farmland is involved and you are going to take 
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it out of production forever. 

Al Wald A: Is there any reason why farmland is out of production just 
because a line is there. I've flown over miles of pipeline 
and it appears there is as much corn on the same section 
of the line as in other places. 

Marlin Schwartz Q: You cannot disturb topsoil and bring it back into maximum 
production. Never. 

Bob Johnson A: Now the question I believe was following parallel lines 
such as railroads. 

(Supplemental Response) (Because of the northwest-southeast orientation of the 
proposed route, paralleling property lines which generally run north-south 
and east-west and would also add several miles to the length of the pipeline. 
The primary advantage of paralleling property lines would be that fewer tile 
lines would be intercepted. However, homes, fences, telephone and powerlines, 
and other facilities are usually located along or near property lines. 
Therefore, a route paralleling property lines other than the "railroad route" 
has not been identified or evaluated in the EIS. The primary purpose of the 
EIS is to evaluate the impacts of the project as proposed and of feasible 
alternatives. The EIS process has no authority to require specific routing. 
See Appendix IV, Railroad Alternative) 

Ken Betzold Q: First of all, on this topsoil production. We have a pipeline 
running through our farm. There is definitely no crops through 
there, they tend to dry out. The other thing I was wondering 
about is what do you take into consideration in the future for 
the price of these easements,. about what it is going to cost 
you in devaluation of your land in case some industry or some
thing comes, you have an easemenb running through the middle of 
your 80 or 160 and probably is going to mean they are going to 
not want the whole thing because it is right in the middle of 
where they want to build. Where the farm right next to you, 

the value of that land will probably be alot more, due to the 
fact that there was no easement running through it. 
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• (Supplemental Response) (At this time, it is not possible to determine if and 

how a pipeline would affect the property values of agricultural land. Ill 
Althouqh the affect may have not been substantial in the past, the increased 1111 
awareness of the impacts of pipelines and powerline may very well change this 
in the future. Over the past 3 years the public's consciousness of these is- ·····j 

sues have been raised by farmers protecting such projects and the news media's 
coverage of the issues. The market value of property, among many other things, 
is based upon the buyer's "perception" of the desirability of the property. E ... :: 
A negative perception of property containing a pipeline may, in some cases, II 
be translated into a lower market value for the property. The Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture is presently conducting an attitude survey of 
farm owners in an attempt to shed some light on this theory.) • 

• 
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Al Huston Q: You raised the question that has been suggested several times 
that the pipeline be routed along the Great Western Railroad, 
which is probably a little bit out of the way. But I would 
like to ask a question of DNR. Have you taken soil borings 
on soil test along the railroad right-of-way? 

Vonny Hagen A: The Department hasn't done soil borings anywhere. We're 
limited in the amount of money that can be eKpended on this 
original data. We depend on other agencies for information, 

Al Huston Q: Mr. Chairman, If the pipeline must be routed in an area where 
there is not that 50 feet of glacial till, what requirement 
do you recommend? 

(Supplemental Response) (The DNR and the PCA have concluded that requiring 
the standards for stream crossings in these sensitive areas is appropriate. 
This will be a permit condition.) 

Mark Godfrey Q: I had a question on pages 14 and--15 of the Environmental 
Impact Statement. I was wondering when you say that there 
is a worst case analysis that is on the order of 154 barrels. 
On a ten minute short term sampling time that assumes a 10 
percent detection capability, then you go on to give an 
example of multiplying the number of barrels per hour times 
the number of minutes, then multiplying that by .10. I think 
that with a ten percent detection capability you would 
increase the amount of a spill instead of decrease for one 
thing. And another thing, you go on to say in the case of 
a spill, a pilot would be put into the air to determine the 
exact location of the spill within a couple miles of the 
nearest valve, if the spill had not been located already. 
And then, also you say the manual shut off valves are 
located every 15 miles and automatic shutoff valves con
trolled electronically to reduce the amount of oil loss. 
If a break occurs far downstream from a valve, the time it 
takes to shut off makes it virtually worthless because of 
the flow of gravity. I am just wondering how close are 
these meters and actually how close is the actual response 
time to ten minutes • 

Roger Williams A: The meters are 475 miles apart, one at either end of 
the line and the response is immediate . 

(Supplemental Response) (See also Appendix IX, Leak Detection). 

Unidentified Q: I noticed where it said in the Impact Statement that the 
pipeline would have to stay 100 to 200 feet away from the 
railroad in case of derailment. How shallow are you 
planning on putting in the pipe? If you put it 5 feet deep 
would that be protection? 
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Bill Martin A: We were still planning to put 3 feet of cover. 

(Supplemental Response) 
easement agreement.) 

(Unless greater cover is required by terms of the 

Unidentified Q: Are you going to pick up all those rocks if they keep 
coming up several years later? 

(Supplemental Response) (Rocks are to be removed by the contractor to prevent 
them from frost-heaving into a farmer's field at a later date.) 

Unidentified Q: What are the sources of your research? 

Vonny Hagen A: Several sources. Biocentrics was the consulting firm. 

Unidentified Q: In the Impact Statement on Reserve Mining the researchers 
worked for the company. Was that true of this statement? 

Al Wald A: The expertise of that document reflects the participation 
of the state agencies, including the Pollution Control Agency 
and the Energy Agency. 

(Supplemental Response) (Consultants were also used in the Reserve EIS. 
In the case of Northern Pipeline, the State subsequently retained an 
agricultural engineering firm. 

Unidentified Q: On the map you show the route going right through my farm, 
but I wasn't even contacted. 

Al Wald A: That alignment is just a general one for the discussion 
of environmental impacts. 

(Supplemental Response) (There is no State requirement that a pipeline company 
must notify landowners regarding a proposed route.) 

Unidentified Q: What about frost heaving up this pipeline? 

(Supplemental Response) (The weight of the pipe plus the weight of the product 
will prevent the pipe from being frost-heaved) • 

Unidentified Q: Once the water is polluted, no amount of money will make 
the water clean again. 

Al Wald A: I think our geologist friend can help, some of those 
aquifers are difficult to contaminate. Do you want to 
comment on that. I know you have much information. 

• • • 
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Ed Buchwald A: As a matter of fact, I don't have nearly as much informa
tion as you might think I have.One of the great concerns in 
southern Minnesota, southeastern Minnesota, is where the 
recharge areas are for the deep aquifers we are dealing with 
and our knowledge of how that entire hydraulic system works 
is about equivalent to the kind of knowledge people have 
about the automobile. You get in and turn the key and somehow 
it works if you press the right pedals. Compared to the know
ledge a superb mechanic might have, and that is about where 
we are in understanding the relationship of where the water 
comes in and how it moves through the rocks and what happens 
when we take it out. There are some very difficult questions 
to answer about that and one of the things that truly disturbs 
me is that somehow that there is a lot of tax money in these 
kind of reports and I don't have confidence in what I read here 
and it bothers me. By and large, I sort of know the rocks and 
soils and water of these areas and I don't see how these people 
here are going to make judgements and that is what we are 
really asking them to do. I mean, you talk as though this 
line were already built or about to be layed down and you 
are trying to sooth these people and yet you have not given 
them the kind of information where they can feel confortable 
with what's happening. If I can't feel comfortable with it, 
by God, I don't see how they can feel canfortable and that is 
the point I'd like to make. 

Mahlon Hildebrand Q: I go along with that and I think first of all we should 
have some research and know what we are doing here. We can't 
afford to contaminate our water supply. We need oil, every
body here uses it, but you know we need water a·lot worse and 
I think that is one thing we ought to take into consideration. 
Another thing is, I think every effort should be made to 
avoid prime farmland. It just doesn't make any sense in 
this day and age to cut through at random, through prime 
farmland unless it is absolutely necessary. It just doesn't 
make any sense. You should use corridors, existing corridors, 
whether it be an existing pipeline, or highway, a rail or 
whatever, but not start brand new corridors. 

(Supplemental Response) (The Department of Health is presently conducting 
studies in southeastern Minnesota as is the Minnesota Geological Survey.) 

Erran Brasky Q: I have a question about the use of the railroads. As I 
understand it, the limitation is the threat of derailment 
and you would have to go too deep to avoid damage to the pipe. 
Assuming that this is the major problem in the use of the 
Great Western, which goes on, as I see from the map, if 
figure 6 is correct But as far as Hayfield, there was a 
proposal to use the Great Western just as far as Hayfield south. 
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I see that up to the bluffs north of Hayfield, the Great 
Western is supposedly within this 50 foot line. I would 
like to know how deep these railroad cars go in case of 
derailment. I realize that there is a problem about going 
around towns, but again that is true under the present 
line also. 

(Supplemental Response) (See Appendix IV, Railroad Alternative.) 

Bob Johnson Q: Does anyone else want to make a statement or ask a question? 
If not, we will consider this meeting adjourned and thank 
you for your attention. 

• 




